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June th The Most Holy Trinity

The Great Commission

Matthew 28:16-20
16 Th e eleven disciples went to the hill in Galilee where Jesus had told them

to go. 
17 When they saw him, they worshipped him, even though some of them 

doubted. 18 Jesus drew near and said to them, “I have been given all authority in 

heaven and on earth. 19 Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my 

disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
20 and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. And I will be with 

you always, to the end of the age.” 

Other Readings: Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40; Psalm 33:4-6, 9, 18-20, 22;

Romans 8:14-17

LECTIO:

Matthew’s gospel concludes with a fi nal face-to-face meeting between Jesus 

and his disciples. Once again the disciples could see Jesus, but not everyone 

could believe their eyes. From now on Jesus will continue to be with his disciples 

but they wouldn’t be able to see him anymore. In today’s reading Jesus gives his 

disciples a very important commission that has come to be known as ‘Th e Great 

Commission’. Th ey are to go to people of all nations, tell them the gospel and make 

them Jesus’ disciples and part of the Christian community by baptising them. 

Jesus gives them specifi c instructions. Firstly they are to baptise people in the 

name of the Triune God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Jesus teaches his 

followers to see God as three persons in one and to love and serve one another in 

the same way the members of the Trinity do. Secondly they are to teach the new 

disciples to obey all the commandments Jesus gives them.

Finally, Jesus leaves the disciples with a tremendous promise which remains 

as true for us today as it did for the very fi rst disciples, ‘I will be with you always’ 

(verse 20).

Th e invisible presence of the risen Lord in our midst is the mystery of the 

Christian community. It is Jesus, living in his disciples, who attracts new believers 

and helps them grow. His number one rule remains love one another (John 

15:12).


















