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September th Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Healing Touch

Mark 7:31-37
31 Jesus then left the neighbourhood of Tyre and went on through Sidon to Lake 

Galilee, going by way of the territory of the Ten Towns. 32 Some people brought 

him a man who was deaf and could hardly speak, and they begged Jesus to place 

his hands on him. 33 So Jesus took him off  alone, away from the crowd, put his 

fi ngers in the man’s ears, spat, and touched the man’s tongue. 34 Th en Jesus looked 

up to heaven, gave a deep groan, and said to the man, “Ephphatha,” which means, 

“Open up!”
35 At once the man was able to hear, his speech impediment was removed, 

and he began to talk without any trouble. 36 Th en Jesus ordered the people not to 

speak of it to anyone; but the more he ordered them not to, the more they spoke.
37 And all who heard were completely amazed. “How well he does everything!” 

they exclaimed. “He even causes the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak!” 

 

Other Readings: Isaiah 35:4-7; Psalm 146: 7-10; James 2:1-5

LECTIO:

Jesus solved two problems for this man when he healed him. Th e man who 

could not hear or speak was set free to do both. So a man who lived in a totally 

silent, isolated world, could now participate fully in his community.

His log jam of silence was blown apart by Jesus commanding him to ‘open up’. 

Mark uses the Aramaic word Jesus spoke to give the healing. But it wasn’t the 

choice of a language or a word that enabled the miracle to take place, it was Jesus’ 

divine healing power.

Th e evangelists make it plain Jesus does not perform miracles by rite, magic 

or demonic power, but solely by the power of God. God’s power at work in Jesus 

makes healing, forgiveness and deliverance a reality. 

Mark is the only gospel writer to record this healing of someone who was both 

deaf and dumb. It is not clear where this miracle took place but, given the region 

Jesus was travelling through, it is possible the man was not a Jew. Jesus healed him 

just the same because the people who interceded for him showed faith. He and 

his divine power are there to serve and save all men irrespective of nationality or 

cultural background.

Th e people are thrilled. Th ey can’t contain their joy or approval and they tell 

everyone about the miracle, despite Jesus’ orders!
















